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INTRODUCTION

This work being intended mainly for students of Marathi
versification is written in Marathi; but as it will be no less useful
to students of Sanskrit prosody, I propose to give here in English
a brief statement of what [ have attempted.

From very ancient times writers on Metre have been content
merely to give a list of metres with mnemonic descriptions and
illustrations often composed by themselves for the occasion. For
the first time an attempt is here made to go over the whole field
of versification, Sanskrit and Marathi, ancient and modern, in
order to study historically metres already known and to discover
others which have not been mentioned by prosodists but illustra-
tions of which are met with in literature. In this book I have
given all of these newly discovered metres along with others given
in the works of Bharata, Pingala, Virahanka, Svayambhu, Hema-
candra, Kedarabhatta and the ancient Kannada writer Nagavarma.
Everywhere I have given references to authorities which are so
necessary but which are so rarely given in these works.
I have moreover, attempted to reduce the great confusion of
names of metres caused by the vicious habit of calling one and the
same metre by many names and many different metres by one and
the same name. In classifying these metres the old system of
classification according to the number of syllables in a line is
rejected in favour of that of basing it on the nature of rhythm
and the internal rhythmic structure of the line.

I have thus reached the fundamentals of prosody—the rhythms
on which metres are founded and which, though casually, darkly
hinted at by one obscure Marathi author, no one has ever elaborated
upon. I have discussed various questions connected with metre,
for instance, that of the relation of verse-rhythm with music and
that of free verse. Metre is not a mere play of permutation and
combination of short and long syllables. A line to be truly metri-
cal has got to bz rhythmic. These rhythms, I have found, are of
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eight, seven, six or five Mitras or syllabic instants. Once the
fundamentals were grasped, I was able to co-ordinate all the three
kinds of metrical composition: Vrttas, Jatis and Chandas, which
have been always employed by Marathi poets.

As for Jatis, three or four of them were mentioned by Marithi
prosodists who on the analogy of Vrttas merely counted the
number of syllabic instants in a line. But more important than
the number of syllables or syllabic instants in a line is its internal
rhythm-structure, as also is the pattern of the stanza formed by
lines. Two metres having the same number of syllabic instants in
each line may yet be different from each other because of differ-
ent internal rhythmic structures.

The same rules of rhythm are exemplified in the Chandas in
which all syllables whether short or long are treated uniformly as
long. This kind of verse does not appear in classical Sanskrit and
though Vedic metres are called Chandas the difference of short
and long appears to be observed in them. This type of versifica-
tion, however, is common in modern Bengali.

In the field of vrttas my work has been mainly of compilation
and re-classification, though I have discovered and emphasized
the factor of internal rhythmic structure. Besides, I have
collected a good deal of new material and made it available to
students for the first time.

But my studies in the field of Jati and Chandas and the general
theoretical ground-work with which I have now provided the
science of prosody—these 1 humbly submit as my contribution to
the knowledge of metrics.

The author acknowledges his indebtedness to the University of
Bombay for the substantial financial help it has granted towards
the cost of publication of this book.

January, 1937.
Madhav T. Patwardhan
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